Librarians may refer low vision readers to the Talking Book Program.
The Talking Book Program (TBP) is a free library service providing books and magazines to eligible Texans who are unable to read standard print because they have a visual, physical, or reading disability. 

In four easy steps TBP patrons can access books and magazines by download.

· Download a book or magazine to a computer.

· Unzip the files.

· Transfer it to a digital cartridge or thumb drive.

·  Play it on TBP’s digital machine.

TBP also provides materials in Braille, recordings, and large print formats and lends the necessary playback equipment. Eligible veterans receive priority service.


(National Library Service Business Plan, 2006. Retrieved 23 January 2009 at www.loc.gov/nls/businessplan/playerdescription)

TBP offers digital books on flash memory cards. Any book will fit onto one cartridge and can be played in the digital machine shown above.

The Talking Book Program serves approximately 18,000 patrons annually. On an average weekday, TBP handles between 8,000 and 10,000 books and magazines. In the last fiscal year, TBP distributed 917,816 books and magazines.

For more information, contact the Talking Book Program toll-free at 1-800-252-9605

or check out the TBP Web site at www.TexasTalkingBooks.org
The Talking Book Program is a division of the Texas State Archives and Library Commission and a regional library of the National Library Service for

the Blind and Physically Handicapped, Library of Congress.        P.O. Box 12927 Austin, Texas 78711-2927
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